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Genetics: Bridging the Gap Between Research and Society disorders - linkage analysis is especially appeal-(
NIMH ) focused on data characterizing the inher-ing. However, a variety of factors complicate link-itance of
Alzheimers disease, schizophrenia, age analysis of many mental disorders, including major mood disorders,
panic disorder, and obses-the likely involvement of multiple causes, their sive-compulsive disorder. Following an
overview complex patterns of inheritance, and uncertainty of some basic genetic concepts and research tech-
as to what is inherited and how ( see references niques, this chapter summarizes what we know 1 54, 64 for
detailed discussion ). Thus, alternative about the inheritance of these mental disorders. methods for finding
genes associated with mental disorder are of interest. GENETIC RESEARCH PRIMER The sib pair method can be
used in the search Although molecular genetics and the search for for genes linked to mental disorders. This
ap-specific genes have upstaged other approaches, proach is based on the premise that if a genetic classical
research methods - family studies, twin marker and a trait ( a disease or biological marker, studies, and
adoption studies - are the mainstay of for instance ) are linked, pairs of siblings ( or other mental disorders
genetics ( table 2-1 ) ( box 2-l ). affected relative pairs ) who share a trait will be Characterization of the
prevalence and pattern of more likely to have the same genetic marker than traits among related individuals
helps illuminate would be...
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