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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Excerpt from Religious Impostors Perhaps some of them were
absorbed by the next impostor-fanatic who appeared in England. Joanna Southcott, - This person was horn in
Devonshire about the year 1700, of humble parents. In early life, and till near her fortieth year, she was
employed chiefly at Exeter as a domestic servant. Having joined one of the Methodist bodies, her religious
feelings were powerfully awakened, and becoming acquainted with a roan named Sanderson, who laid claim
to the spirit of prophecy, the notion of a like pretension was gradually impressed on her mind. Possessing a very
inferior education, and naturally of a coarse mind, her efforts at prophecy, whether in prose or verse, were
uncouth and unworthy of the notice of people enjoying a sane mind. There being, however, always persons of
an unsettled turn ready to give credence to pretensions confidently supported, her influence extended; she
announced herself, like her predecessors in England and America, as the woman spoken of in the book of
Revelations; and obtained considerable sums by the sale of seals which were to secure the salvation of those
who purchased them. Exeter being too narrow a field for the exercise of her prophetic powers, Mrs Southcott
removed to London, on the invitation and at the expense of William Sharp, an eminent engraver, who had
become one of her principal adherents. Both before and after her removal to the metropolis, she published a
number of pamphlets containing her crude reveries and prophecies concerning her mission. 1 towards the year
1813 she had surrounded herself with many credulous believers, and among certain classes had become an
object of no small importance. Among other...
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