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when the prattler had departed. There s a lie thrusting its poisonous tongue in my affairs, thought he. And how
to fight a lie with both hands tied behind me--who can do that? He turned from the table and went to the
window. Moonlight rained silver over the sea, while far away, Prinkipos, amid the Isles of the Princes, rose faint
and dim. Here stood the general in the darkest moment of his fortunes, stunned with the horror of what he had
heard, yet hardly believing it, while in his heart burnt a new and strange emotion. Nothing had, indeed, been
further than real love from his mind when he spoke the idle words that now threatened to destroy him; but
since they were spoken, since he had actually been called to answer them and stand before the wronged
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