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system, but have several secondary functions concerned with homeostatic functions. These include the
regulation of electrolytes, acid-base balance, and blood pressure. In producing urine, the kidneys excrete
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amino acids. Finally, the kidneys are important in the production of hormones including vitamin D, renin and
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paired renal arteries, and drain into the paired renal veins. Each kidney excretes urine into a ureter, itself a
paired structure that empties into the urinary bladder. Renal physiology is the study of kidney function, while
nephrology is the medical specialty concerned with diseases of the nephron, which is the functional unit of the
kidney. 208 pp. Englisch.
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